CENTRAL AUSTRALIA RAILWAY

The Central Australia Railway is part of the Australian
National Railways System. It consists of 350 kilometres of
standard gauge railway from Stirling North to Marree and
869 kilometres of narrow gauge railway from Marree to
Alice Springs.

The Central Australia Railway was built in stages by the
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Mataranka to Birdum in 1929.

During the Second World War, when a sealed road was
built between Alice Springs and Darwin, better road access
led to the establishment of Larrimah as the effective
railhead. Larrimah is 9 kilometres north of Birdum.

y Government of South Australia as far north as Oodnadatta CENTRAL AY | i S W Fi by it i e : : .-
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Government in 1911 and the then Commonwealth Railways -1<. Section Port Augusta-Quorn opened for traffic. 15.12.1949 Commonwealth Railways Commissioner recom- -
Commissioner assumed control on 1 January 1926. 28.6.1880 Section Quorn-Hawker opened for traffic. mended to the Government that, in view of the
Construction from Oodnadatta to Alice Springs 1.7.1881 Section Hawker-Beltana opened for traffic. ;";32‘ 3; the f:’:‘ traffic to be handled, and the
commenced shortly afterwards and the Oodnadatta-Alice . : : quacy ot fne:exisingnarow gauge raitway,
, , < 22.5.1882 Section Beltana-Farina opened for traffic. to transport it, with other ordinary essential
Springs extension was opened in August 1929. A ) ’ traffic, a standard gauge railway be constructed
The development of the Leigh Creek Coalfield to 7.2.1884 Section Farina-Marree opened for traffic. between Stirling North and the Leigh Creek
provide fuel for the Port Augusta Power Station led to the 1.2.1888 Section Marree-Coward Springs opened for Coalfields, and that standard gauge be later
construction of a standard gauge railway to Leigh Creek traffic. extended to Marree.
and Marree. Following the opening of this route the narrow 1.6.1889 S i il
4 .6. ection Coward Springs-William Creek opened - . 1 2
gauge section between Hawker and Marree was closed. for traffic 3 v b R°?’at'. c°mmftss'°r; el bt AL
) ) ; x s . relative merits of proposed routes between
Flynn of the Inland” Memorial Ilr;esesc?cgﬁﬂof&og? Paorste}é.:iglr‘:StsaotLlothHaovaKgugarrs‘l S:"nacse gggg 1.11.1889 Section William Creek-Warrina opened for traffic. Stirling North and Brachina.
preserved by the Pichi Richi Railway Preservation Society. 7.1.1891 Section Warrina-Oodnadatta opened for traffic. 27.8.1951 Work commenced on Brachina-Coalfields
NORTH AUSTRAL'A RA".WAY 1.1.1911 Port Augusta-Oodnadatta Railway became section.
5 % f property of the Commonwealth Government
The Darwin to Pine Creek Railway was constructed under the Northern Territory Acceptance Act. 4.7.1952 Royal Commission reported, recommending
under contract for the South Australian Government. The — i route proposed by Commonwealth for section
contractors were permitted to employ Chinese coolie ol CO’“’“‘I’"WZG"“ Rat"wayfs“;um’,‘l"ss'°”e' assumed Stirling North to Brachina.
labour, and in all, some 3000 Chinese worked on the line, control and operation;or the:rallway. »
the greater number, seemingly, in 1887. 21.1.1927 Construction of section Oodnadatta to Wire Creek 28.5.1955 Railhead reached Brachina.
i i i commenced by Commonwealth Railways.
The contractors began active work in 1887 and the first i i g8 | 17.5.1956 Railhead reached Telford (Leigh Creek
section of the railway to Adelaide River was completed in 11.8.1927 Contract let for construction Wire Creek to Alice Coalfields).
June, 1888. The railway was extended to Pine Creek, and Springs.
taken over by the South Australian Government on 23.12.1928 Section Oodnadatta-Rumbalara opened for 29.6.1957 Railhead reached Marree.
1st October, 1889. Subsequently, an iron jetty, connected traffic e i e ol el
to the railway, was built at Darwin. Bk § : y .4. irst sod for Tarcoola-Alice Springs standar
A : . . .8.1929 Section Rumbalara-Alice Springs opened for gauge railway turned at Tarcoola by the Hon.
i ~ Extension of the railway from Pine Creek to Katherine wralfic. s B Vb ey
River was authorised, and, in 1914, the then Engineer-in- i ! .
Haast Bluff Arnhem Land Cliffs Chief of Commonwealth Railways was directed to -
supervise the building of the line. The work was not let in
one big contract but a system of combined day labour,
piecework and small contract was adopted. Sleepers used
were mainly of the steel girder type. This section of the
railway was terminated on the north bank of the Katherine
River, at Emungalan, as it was decided not to build a bridge NORTH AUSTRALIA RAILWAY
over the River at that time. The railway was opened for ) ' v
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public traffic as far as Emungalan on 13th May, 1917. 1887 First section of tne Darwin-Pine Creek Railway ;:tf‘o:s;edeka f:f‘:;‘::”;ite‘:'s‘i’:; O?E;A:aliyneAf;
From 1st January, 1911, when the railway wa§ was cqnstructed under contract for the South WatherinG RiGer:
transferred to the Commonwealth until 30th June, 1918, it Australian Government. = ;
was operated and maintained by the Department of 1.6.1888 Darwin-Adelaide River section opened for traffic. -5.1917 Rbaa'm(agfxin;sz _;0 E_munga;an on dtr:e m:)rlt_h
C rine River and open (o]
f : - 3 External Affairs. It was placed under the control of the 1.10.1889 Railway exténded to Pine Greek arid taken over by ol pened to public
b s < : 3 ; - e S Commonwealth Railways Commlssmngr on 1st quly, 1f9t1h8, the South Australian Government. — e T o s 8
. ko5 4, : A - ! 4 oM alwa ransterre (o} e control o e -
e i : g and has since that .date been operate S i SECHONIO © 1.1.1911 Railway transferred to Commonwealth by the Y : : S
~ J Commonwealth Railways System Yy monwealth Railways Commissioner.
< S S o State of South Australia on 1st January, 1911, )
‘ s ] Two further extensions of the railway have been made. under the terms of the Northern Tertitory 1.7.1928 Railway extended to Mataranka.
The first from Emungalan to Mataranka, which involved Acceptance Act, 1910. Railway operated by 4.9.1929 Mataranka-Birdum section completed and
Ayers Rock Macdonnell R In the Flinders Range construction of alhlgéw levilggendgedox{gr the Kaéh?rme Department of External Affairs. opened for traffic.
River, was completed in , an e second from
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